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A New Kessleria (Lepidoptera: Yponomeutidae) from New Guinea 
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About fifteen years ago the late Professor S. Isstk1, my respected teacher of ento- 
mology, gave me a Papuan Yponomeutid specimen from which the following new 
species is described. My sincere thanks are due to him for his kindness. 


Kessleria neuguineae n. sp. 


g. 12mm. Head white; fore part (between antennae) having individual hairs 
with light brown specks near tips, producing a slight irrorate effect. Antenna dark 
grey, indistinctly annulated with dark brown on basal 2/5; scape withish, irrorated with 
brown. Palpus fuscous laterally, mixed with whitish scales. Thorax white, densely 
suffused with dark purplish-brown posteriorly; tegula white, densely suffused with 
dark brown and dark purplish-brown. Hind tibia with median spur situated at basal 
2/5; legs dark brown; mid and hind tarsi pale grey; hind tibia pale grey, with inner 
spurs of median and terminal pairs tinged with dark brown on apical parts. Abdomen 
not observed. Forewing (Fig. 1) with termen weakly sinuate; grey, tinged with brown, 
and wholly overcast with blackish scales; a narrow black streak from costa before 
apex to termen about middle; apical area behind this brownish-orange; cilia yellowish- 
grey, with dark grey basal and purplish-brown median lines, and with a white dot on 
costa before apex; on dorsum greyish. Hindwing with a distinct hyaline space beneath 
basal half of cell; ochreous-grey; cilia concolorous. 


Fig. 1. Kessleria neuguineae n. sp. 


Male genitalia: as in Fig. 2. Uncus with distal corner a little produced. Socius 
moderate, with a single thorn at apex. Gnathos with ventral plate set with spinules. 
Valva rather narrow, broadly edged posteroventrally, clothed with long scale-like 
hairs in ventral half; sacculus not well defined. Saccus slender, nearly parallel-sided. 
Aedeagus extremely long, slender and nearly straight; cornuti indistinct. 
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Fig. 2. Kessleria neuguineae n. sp., male genitalia. 


@. Unknown. 
Holotype 4, New Guinea, Wareng, 15. VIII. 1936 (S. IssıK1), in the collection of 


Entomological Laboratory, University of Osaka Prefecture. 


apical mark on the forewing. 


The genus Kessleria is recorded from New Guinea for the first time. 
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Easily recognized by the white head and thorax and by the brownish-orange 
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